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Using Information from Sources
(RH.7)

	In addition to meeting the learning goal, the response assesses one or more of the following:
· Reliability of the source(s)
· Usefulness of the source(s)
· Limitations of the source(s)

	Both documents are used as evidence and analyzed in order to answer a question or solve a historical problem by including more than one of the following:
· Author’s point of view
· Purpose of the document
· Intended audience
· Historical context
	Uses documents as evidence to answer a question or solve a historical problem. The response is a summary or description, not an analysis of the documents. 



Using the historical documents, support, refute, or modify the following statement:
African Americans were free during Reconstruction.

Document 1

	Source: The 13th and 14th amendments to the United States Constitution are sometimes called the “Reconstruction Amendments.” They were passed in order to abolish slavery and to establish the rights of former slaves.
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Document 2

	Source: Former slaver Henry Adams made this statement before the Senate in 1880 about the early days of his freedom after the Civil War. 
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13" Amendment: 1865

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

14™ Amendment: 1868

Section 1. All persons bom or naturalized in the United States . . . are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any
person of lfe, liberty, or property, without duie process of law; nor deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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In September 1865 | asked the boss to let me o to the city of Shreveport
He said, "All ight, when will you come back?" I told him "next week." He
said, "You had better carry a pass.” | said, "I will see whether | am free by
going without a pass.”

I'met four white men about six miles south of town. One of them asked me
who I belonged to. 1 told him no one. So him and two others struck me with
astick and told me they were going to kill me and every other Negro who
told them that they did not belong to anyone. They left me and I then went
on to Shreveport. | saw over twelve colored men and women, beat, shot and
hung between there and Shreveport.

Sunday | went back home. The boss was not at home. | asked the madam
[the boss’s wife], "where was the boss?" She said, "You should say ‘master’.
You all are not free . . . and you shall call every white lady 'missus’ and
every white man ‘master.”

During the same week the madam took a stick and beat one of the young
colored girls, who was about fifteen years of age. The boss came the next
day and whipped the same girl nearly to death. . . . After the whipping a
large number of young colored people decided to leave that place for
Shreveport. [On our way], out came about forty armed white men and shot
at us and took my horse. They said they were going to kill every colored
person they found leaving their masters.




